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did not disclose definitive evidence of criminal activity relating to the EPA grant awarded to the 
DDWH.  

 
DISPOSITION:  The timeframe of the grant award and subsequent period of performance now 
translates to statute of limitations concerns in the event criminal activity was disclosed. The 
investigation did not reveal any direct evidence of criminal activity relating to the EPA grant. 
Additionally, there is no specific information demonstrating the EPA was subject to a monetary loss 
as a result of the activities and responsibilities entrusted to DDWH as the grant recipient. During 
2013, the EPA administratively closed the grant awarded to DDWH without adverse action. Based on 
the foregoing, there is no basis for pursuing criminal, civil, or administrative remedies in this matter. 
Therefore this case is closed.     
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DISPOSITION:  No additional substantive investigative leads were developed during this review 
and no other indications of impersonating a federal employee or theft of government property were 
presented during this review.  Therefore, it is recommended this investigation be closed.  
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 advised the Case Agent that ASRC is not breaking any rules by applying the 

refund to the entire contract. However the problem is, ASRC never informed  or the 
Agency that a refund existed. According to , in accordance with Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 48 CFR 32.604, the contract officer (CO) can issue a demand 
letter upon learning of an overpayment, which  as the CO intended to do. 

 
On September 10, 2015, CO  issued a demand for payment letter to ASRC in 
the amount of $43, 915.18. 

 
On October 12, 2015, the EPA, Finance office located in Research Triangle Park, NC, 
informed  that the Agency received a final payment of $43, 915.18 from prime 
contractor ASRC Management Services, Inc. 

 
 
SUMMARY: 
This investigation did not uncover any evidence of criminal activity nor did it reveal any 
evidence of additional overbilling. The investigation did reveal that the EPA had not been 
credited with the amount of self-disclosed over payment which was subsequently rectified. 
Because of this, it is believed that continued investigation would not be in the best interests of 
the government. As such, no further investigative activity is anticipated. This investigation is 
closed in this office. 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

 
 
 

DATE: August 16, 2016 PREPARED BY:  SA  

CASE #:  OI-AR-2013-ADM-0110   CROSS REFERENCE #:   

TITLE:  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY OFFICE OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY  

 
CASE CLOSING REPORT 

 
This case closing report sets forth the work conducted by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Office of Inspector General (OIG) Office of Investigation (OI), to determine what 
authority, if any, the Office of Homeland Security (OHS) have to issue non-disclosure 
agreements (NDAs). The EPA OIG OI initiated an investigation to determine if the use of these 
the NDAs by EPA OHS violated the Whistleblower Protection Enhancement Act of 2012 
(WPEA).  
 
During the course on an investigation, the EPA OIG OI discovered EPA OHS issued NDAs to 
EPA employees.  As a result of the investigation, the EPA OIG OI obtained two, unsigned, 
NDAs believed to be used by EPA OHS.  
 
During the week of June 16, 2014, EPA OIG OI presented a complaint to the Office of Special 
Counsel, regarding the alleged inappropriate use of NDAs within EPA OHS. 
 
On June 5, 2015, Office of Special Counsel, Attorney  emailed EPA OIG OI with the 
Policy/Procedure change to OHS’ NDA process. 
 
Since no addition investigation by EPA OIG OI is contemplated, the instant case is being closed 
at this time via this final summary report.  
 
 

 

(b) (6), (b) (7)
(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-001425    12/12




